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Several years ago I was given a single plant of this fine form of Neoregelia ampullacea. I was immediately impressed by its very short stature of just three or so inches tall; by its deep maroon to black color which extended over so much of the body of the plant as well as the leaf blades; and by its over-all symmetry and neat appearance.

As time passed I grew to appreciate this little gem even more for still other good qualities: its rapid clustering habit, which allowed a colony of plants to build up readily; its two-and-a-half to three-inch stolons, which almost prevented crowding of growths and an entwined appearance; and its long life span of three years and more, which allowed for a sizeable cluster build-up before the oldest members died and had to be removed. In fact, as far as I was concerned, this little plant had just about everything that I could look for in a possible stud plant in order to breed for small to medium-sized hybrids that wouldn't take up much space and that could be grown for years in very small pots or on tree fern chunks.

It wasn't long before I began to envision hybrid possibilities from it. First,however, I felt that I should try to find out just what had been done by other hybridizers with other forms of this little species. Then I kept thinking about the strange things that could possibly result from such plants as N. carolinae, N. pauciflora, and with some of the exquisitely colored hybrid

neoregelias on the market and in collections today.

Well, I realized only after an exhaustive search that there is not very much information on record about the breeding behavior of any of the neoregelias - species or hybrids. Therefore, I had to search out the answers to all of my questions myself by way of a comprehensive breeding program with the species, then evaluate and record the results. Since it takes a minimum of two years to grow to maturity any of the neoregelias from seed even in our long, hot growing season along the U. S. Gulf Coast, the answers would be slow in coming. In fact, quite often, a period of three or four years is required to bloom seedlings from those many-leaved and Iarger species that normally take two or more years to bloom from pups.

Well, five years have gone by now since I first began using this little neoregelia. Startlingly interesting and beautiful hybrids have resulted and much information about the breeding behavior. not only of this little plant, but also of many other neoregelia species, has come to 1ight. All of this will be of value for future reference and use. So far, five new neoregelia hybrids and one new neomea have bloomed.

Generally speaking, N. ampullacea, var. tigrina 'Midget' has been dominant for size and shape. The resulting hybrids have varied in color, size, markings, leaf substance and manner of producing pups depending on the other plant used with it. For instance, where the other parent was a plain, soft-leaved green plant, such as N. carolinae or N. compacta, the

progeny were thin-leaved types with leaves more or less green and adorned with lovely stripes and bands of red, maroon or brown. Also some heavily flecked or dotted plants have shown. When crossed with red or maroon-colored species or hybrids in the Neoregelia marmorata group, most of the progeny have had dark red to purplish red bases and with heavily spotted sheaths and leaves. And when crossed with a plant known locally for its intensely black-red color, the resulting progeny have been most unusual: about six to eight-inches tall, jug-shaped and maroon in color with almost black barring. They are really dark and the shape is something else!

Depending on whether the other parent was stoloniferous or not, the youngsters have varied from tightly-clustering to long-stoloniferous, but all are beautiful.

While all of these new neoregelia hybrids are most unusual and interesting, I feel that the big surprise to everyone will be the new Neomea hybrid. Not only is it a distinct novelty - and a near miniature - but it is a very fine grower under nearly all conditions. I intend to call this one X Neomea 'Stardust' - a most descriptive name! But more about this one in a separate article.

For the most part, where two species are used to make a new hybrid, all members of this first generation have been remarkably uniform in every respect. This is exactly what was expected. When a species and a hybrid were crossed together, various groupings for similar characteristics could be made. But, when two hybrids were used as parents, just about anything could be expected among the progeny. And it is from this type of breeding that the most unexpected and unusual things are coming!

Please permit me to digress for a few moments to make a point on- behalf of all hybiidizers. I want to cover this point here because I know that the average bromeliad fancier has very little or no knowledge of the laws of heredity and perhaps no experience with seedlings.  When a cross is registered, the total seedling population of that cross must all be registered under the same name! Even thereafter, each time the same cross is repeated, the resulting seedlings.have to be called by that same name as registered. A new name  is not valid. Yet, there is nothing to say that all of these seedlings have to be alike in color, shape, markings, hardiness, vigor, ultimate size, etc. - they are separate individuals and they can and do vary

one from another. To repeat, when this hybrid cross is registered,  all of the seedlings will be given the same name. This is because they all share the parentage. Remember that the cross is registered - not the individual plants of the cross. In still other words, seedlings first of all derive their identity from their parentage and not from any individual characteristics. However, if further identity is desired in order to single out a particular plant from the rest of its siblings, a cultivar name is hung on behind that name given to the whole cross. Different cultivar names may be given to any or to all of the different plants within this same cross. On the other hand, all vegetative propagations of any single plant that has been given a cultivar name must also retain that same cultivar name - all such propagations are genetically alike.

Remember, as well, that the cross name must precede the cultivar name in all instances to afford total and proper identity to any individual.

Well, this is only a pint-size idea of what is going on here. There are dozens and dozens of new hybrids awaiting names. Second and third generation hybrids are in the seed flats I am sure that totally new colors and patterns will make their appearance in the not-too-distant future.
Yes, Neoregelia ampullacea, var.  tigrina, 'Midget'  has indeed been a rewarding plant with which to breed. Each of its hybrids has been easy to grow It has offered a refreshing, new look as far as shape is concerned. Color  derived from it does not go pale as does that of many other neoregelias  subjected to less light than the average neoregelia requlres.

Incidentally, by June, 1977, when the Bromeliad Show and Conference rolls around, we hope to have hundreds of new and beautiful plants of our own making to show to all visitors to New Orleans. I know also that the area Bromeliad Societies have great things planned for that time. If past shows are any basis on which to judge the coming event, all visitors have a treat in store. Well over a thousand  plants is the average for a show here - and the plants are so expertly grown!  The growing conditions all along the U. S. Gulf Coast are ideal for Bromeliads. The neoregelias are particularly beautiful. 

